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Of Twenty Vessels Only Seven Were Saved 
—Oihers Ground to, Picers OF Point 
Barrow—1,200 Men, Worren ami 
Children Were iteseved in Small Boats. 


With loving hearts, alternately cheered 
by hope and depressed with misgiving, 
. | three womon of Provincetown are in fancy 
| | looking to-day upon the great white north- 
- | land, where a dozen ships’ companies are 
reported blockaded by ice, unable to return 


t to home and friends, writes a Provincetown 
} | correspondent of the Boston Herald. These 
|| are Emily Cook, mother; Emily Atkins, 


daughter, and Emma Howes, sister-in-law 
of John A. Cook, master of steam whaler 
Bowhead, pne of the supposed ice locked 
ships, who has his wife with him on this 
voyage. ¢ | 

Conserning the possible freeze up, the 
consensus of opinion at this port is that the 
elements of privation and danger are well 
nigh eliminated, owing to the fact of the 
ice locking oceurring east of Point Barrow, 
where Liebo’s shore whaling stations should 
afford food and shelter to the ertire party 
Ip the event of ship abandonment. The 
freezing in of the fleet to the west of Point 
Barrow would be a far more serious matter, 
That of 1871 is an example. Few, com- 
paratively, know the true history of that 
great whaling catastrophe. 

On the sixth of August, that year, the ice 

n Blossom Shoals started, and the fleet, 
>| -which had remained at anchor awaiting the 
(» | freeing of the shoals, began to proceed to 
the eastward, eight of the vessels arriving 
off ainwright Inlet the following day. 
‘They were followed by twenty-four other 
vessels, and all in the vicinity whaled with 
good success for several days, the ships re- 
maining anchored or made fast to the ice. 
Four days later a sudden veering of the 
wind forced the ice landward and compelled 
the shits to get under way to avoid ecrush- 
ing and sail in close to the land. 

On the thirteenth the ice nearest shore 
grounded, leaving a narrow belt of clear 
water between the ice and the beach—a 
belt that extended east to Cape Belcher. 
Within this belt the ships were confined, 
but the work of whaling was pushed tothe 
limit with the small boats, for all confidently 
expected the quick occurrence of a smart 
northeaster that would drive the beleaguer- 
ing pack away from the coast line. 

‘The expected norther didnot materialize. 
Instead, the wind hauled to the west August 
15, and drove the ice still nearer to the fleet, . 
torcing the vessels to go close to the beach, 
some of them slipping their cables in order 
to avoid entanglement in the rapidly ap- 
proaching floe, and thereupon the fleet lay | 
seattered in a’ thin line for twenty miles; 
within a strip of clear water that was not 


only from fourteen to twenty-four feet dem 
“with an unbroken vista of ice greeting the | 
“masthead vision in every direction except | 
‘at the immediate rear. And still the crews, 
| inured by long experience to the dangers 
and adversities of Arctic whaling, continued 
the pursuit of giant bowheads off Sea Horse 
Tslands and Point Franklin with their small 
{ boats, although obliged to transport the 
roduct ef the chase long distances across 
oS ice tothe ships. . : 
- Wor ten days the miles long ice cordon 
Joomed menacingly close at hand. Then a 
eavy northeaster sprung up and pushed 
the ice field seaward, opening a lane that 
xtended from ‘our to nine miles off the land. 
At this juncture the weather wise Esqui- 
maux informed the whalenien that now 
the-apportunity toescape,.as_suchan- 
{ er chance would not b f 
he seamen thought differently, and refuse 
\ to. budge from the prolific whale field. 
h, however, the whaling mas- 
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-eame fron the southwest a gentle wind that. 
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|| the ice shoreward. 
such speed ‘that it ca 
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‘The pack came in with 

ught and enveloped 
some of the eraft before they ‘could be 
moved inshore, while the rest, retreating in 
advance of the floe, sailed or towed in, and 
“water of only three 


eir bends, with 


ith an ominous grinding 


n the shallow water 


in force and again forced 
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orthcoming, bitty 


| works fires, despite the ominous spectacle 


worse were heid. 
to one by encroaching ice, and that path 


inlet, where the water was only one fathom 
deep. 


ened enough to 


stores of that craft were hurriedly removed, 
but the work was unavailing, for after the 
vessel was lightened she still drew nine 
over a half mile wide at its widest part and feet—too much to cross the shoa!. 


In that fleet there were the ships George 
Howland, Reindeer, Roman andl Thomas 
Dickason, and barks Awashonks, Contest, 
Concordia, William Rotch, Seneca, Emily 
Morgan, Lugenia, Elizabeth, Wanny, Henry 

| Taber, George, Gay Head, Massachusetts, 
Minerva, John Wells, Oliver Crocker and 
Navy, all from New fisdford, valued at 
$1,077,000; ship Monticello and bark J. D. 

| ‘Thompson of New London, $90,000; barks 
Carlotta, Vietorin and Florida of San Fran- 


cisco, $183,000; ships Mary and Champion of | 


So" 


, $07,000; barks Comet, Victoria 
{Y., brig Paira Kohola and ship Julian of 
Honolulu, $80,000—a total of 32 square-rig- 
| Bers, Worth $1,477,000 in the aggregate, ex- 
| clusive of their oi] and “bone.” 
| On September 2 came the first of a series 
of disasters that were to culminate in the 
wiping out of the entire fleet, the Comet 
being nipped so severely as to erush in her | 
bottom Her crew escaped across the sur- | 
rounding ice to other ships. For several | 
days the ice pressure held the smashed hulk 
above the surface, allowing other vessels 
to secure most of the Comet’s furnishings, | 
but a quick severing of the floe about her 
was succeeded by the immediate sinking of 


Kdgartown 


the ship. 
_ Undismayed even then, believing the ice | 
investmont io be only temporary, the hardy | 
pt on chasing and killing bow- 

ontracted belt of dark sea | 
i their sole harvest fleld, 
aging about the midnight try- 


| heads in 
} that cons 


}serenely s 


of countless detached ice cakes, showing 
white and ghostly against the black water 
as, current swirled, they raced past the fire- 
lit, open gangways. 

Plowing alternately from the southeast 
and southwest, coming gently from the for- | 
mer and freshly from the latter point, the | 
wind packed the ice more firmly about the 
vessels each succeeding day. 

On the th, while cutting in a whale off 
Sea Horse Islands, whence-she had been 

| dragged by the floe, the bark Roman was |} 
jammed so quickly and effectually as | 


| 
| 


crush her stout sides like an eggshell and 
send her crew scampering over the pressing 
cakes to companion ships, saving little ex- 
cept what they stood in. 

On the following day the Awashonks 
mot a similar fate, her men, in turn, findige 
asylum in strange ferecastles; and now. 
for the first time, masters who had spent 
many seasons in the Arctic and had, perhaps, 
attributed the sundry disasters to lack of 
foresight of their fellow skippers, awolke| 
to the imminence of the common peril that 
confronted them. They perceived that 
they had erred in their summing up of the 
situation. For the first time in their ex- 
perience the long expected northeaster had 
failod them; the season was’ fast nearing 
its end,. the ice pack was constantly closing 
in every direction, the stock of provisions 
remaining on board was insufficient to gus- 
tain life until the summer of 1872, no matter 
how short the rations doled out, if the ice 
blockade continued and the crews remained 
by the ships. 

Consultations regarding the advisal ility 
of atandoning ship in an effort to reach a 
point of safety tefore matters Lecame 


Avenues of escape had teen reduced 


to freedom led over the lar at Wainwright 


Hoping that the Kohola—smallest 
of the beleaguered craft, might Le light- 

: ass the tar and carry the 
combined crews to civilization, the oil and 


San 
An endeavor to lighten the Victoria also 


| chafing and smashing of the bottomson the 


| men oars 


+ side of this great icy barricr, 


| outside the barrier south of Blossom s 
land that five more whale ships were stuck 


| and children who had composed the several 


| proved by the statement that the Arctie’s | 
| port chain parted soon after. her comple- 


_ until the subsidence of the storm. 


| 280 persons. | The rest of the unfortunates 


ended in disappointment, and as a last resort } 
Capt. D. R. Frazer was sent out with three 
boats to skirt the coast to the west and as- 
certain what was best to be done in the | 
emergency. 
By the 12th this expedition returned and | 
reported that extrication of the fleet would 
be impossicle, but that the ship Arctic | 
and ove other vessel were in open water 
hoals, 


in the southern edge of the floe, with pros- 
pect of immediate release assured. 
Knowing that the free vessels would 
remain, in the face of the greatest danger, 
to render aid to their imprisoned fellows, 
it was at once resolved to abandon ships 
and make with all possible speed over the ice 
littered watery lane trending west to the 
only, point where succor offered—Blossom 
shoals, eighty miles away. 


‘Twas just a 


C 
8 
ships and perish in the attempt. 

That day-——September 12—witnessed the 
drawing up and signing by all the masters 
of the following document: 

Point’ BELCHER, Arctic Ocemp, 
Sept. 12, 1871. 


Know all men by these presents, that 
we, the undersigned, masters of whale- 
ships, now lying at Poitt Belcher, after | 
holding a meeting concerning our dread- | 


ful situation, have all come to the conclusion 

that our ships cannot be got out this year, | 
and there being no harbor that we can get 

our Vessels into, and not having food enough | 
to feed our crews (0 exceed three months, | | 
and being in a barren country, Where there 
is neither food nor fuel to be obiained, we 
feel ourselves underithe painful necessity of 
abandoning our vessels and trying to work 
our Way south with our Doats, and, if possible, 
get on boerd of ships that ave south of the ice. 

We think it would not be prudent to leave 
asinete soul to look after our vessels, as the 
tirst westerly gale will crowd the ice ashore 
and either crush the ships or crowd them bigh 
upon the beach. Three of the fleet have 
aiready been crushed and two are now lying 
hove out, which have been crushed by the 
ice, and are leaking badly. 

We have now five wrecked crews distrib- 
uted among us. We heve barely room to 
sWing an anchor between the pack of ice and 
the beach, and we are lying in three fathoms 
of water. Should we be cast on the beach 
it would be at least eleven months before | 
we could look for assistance, and in all prob- | 
ability nine out of ten would die of starva- 
tion or scurvy before the opening of spring. 

Therefore we have arrived at these con- 
clusions, after the return of our expedition 
under command of Capt. D. R. Frazer of the 
Florida, he having, with whale boats, worked 
to the southward as far as Blossom shoals, 
and found that the ice pressed ashore the 
entire distance from our position to the 
shoals, leaving in several places only suffi- 
cient water for our boats to pass through, 
and this liable at any moment to be frozen 
over during the next uwenty-four hours, 
which would cut off our retreat, even by the 
boats, as Capt. Frazer had to work through 
a considerable quantity of young ice during 
his expedition, which cut up his boats badly. 

The morning of the 14th saw many boats 
in readiness for departure. These had 
been topped up along the gunwales, to give 
more freeboard in their heavily laden 
condition, and provided with outside sheath- | 
ing of sheet copper, to prevent undue | 


sharp ice, over which the boats must be 
dragged much of the distance. 

At midday, or a little later, the start 
was made. ‘The Arctic wind blew keenly, 
chilling to the marrow the 1,200 men, woimen 


erews. Laden with the fruits of the chase 
and all of the personal effects of the refu- 
gees, the hemmed in fleet lay, every ship’s 
flag hoisted, union down, melancholy ob- 
jects in that wilderness of white. 

On the first night the officers’ wives 
and little ones slept beneath the boats, 
which had been dragged upon the sands 
and covered with their sails; the whale- 
t sleepimwg places outside, near 
driftwood fires that were carefully kept 
blazing high to protect them as much as 
possible from the deadly celd. 

On the second day out, after a break- 
neck race against time, the party reached 
Blossom Shoals and beheld the vessels 
they sought, lying to the southwest about 
ten miles distant and five miles from the. 
shore. Between boats and ships there 
intervened a mile long spear-pointed mass 
of ice, which must be passed on the land- 
ward side. F ahs 

The water was smooth along 


the easterly 
ut when the 
boats had passed its southern extremity 
they emerged upona gale swept sea. ‘Thai 
the wind was high and the sea rough is 


ment of shipless people had mounted her 
side, though her starboard anchor held her 


To the ship Europa there were assigned 
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